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TO THE STUDENTS

purification and deeply religious. Remember that I have not
idly given this message which has come straight from the heart.
I have gladly taken your purse which is a spontaneous offering
from you. But I have accepted it as a bond between you and my-
self as a token of your determination to give me the fullest
support you are capable of giving. And since I am a good ac-
countant, I shall ask an account from you and shall want to
know from time to time what part you have played in this
movement.

Harijan, 26-1-1934

90
WITH THE CALCUTTA STUDENTS*

Q. Believing that mass revolution is the only means to
achieve freedom, do you believe it a practical proposition that
the mass will and can remain absolutely non-violent in thought
and action in spite of all possible provocations in the course of
such revolution ? It may be possible for an individual to attain
that standard but do you think that it is possible for the masses
to attain that standard of non-violence in action ?

A. This is a strange question coming from you at this
time of the day, for the entire course of our non-violent fight
bears testimony to the fact that wherever violence has broken
out, it has broken out not on the part of the masses but, if I may
put it like that, on the part of the classes, that is, it was manipu-
lated by the intellectuals. Even in violent fighting, though the
individual sometimes lets himself go and forgets everything the
mass of the fighting force dares not and does not. It resorts to
arms only under orders and has to suspend fire in response to
orders, no matter how great the individual impulse to revenge
or retaliation might be. There is no prima facie reason why
under non-violence the mass, if disciplined, should be incapable
of showing the discipline which in organized warfare a fighting
force normally does. Besides, a non-violent general has this
special advantage : he does not require thousands of leaders tcp
successfully carry on his fight. The non-violent message does1*

*Heport of Gandhrfi's conversation with the students of Calcutta
outstanding problems of the day, on 18-7-*34>